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April 20, 2016
Secretary Anthony Foxx
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
The Baltimore Regional Transportation Board (BRTB), the
Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Baltimore region, is
pleased to offer its support to the Maryland Transit Administration
(MTA) and the City of Baltimore for their Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant
application for the North Avenue Rising Program in Baltimore.
The BRTB is committed to adding all funds awarded under this
competitive discretionary grant program to the Transportation
Improvement Program immediately upon award. As you may be
aware, it is our practice to add grant-funded projects to the TIP
once funds become available.
We recognize the unique role that North Avenue plays as a
transportation corridor in Baltimore and the importance of
investing in infrastructure to support transit, walking, and bicycling
as part of its overall economic revitalization strategy. The BRTB
believes that North Avenue Rising will cohesively improve
transportation and economic opportunities for our community
members.
The BRTB appreciates your favorable consideration of this
application. It directly responds to the goals identified in the
Baltimore region’s long-range transportation plan as well as the
goals of this program established under the FAST Act. We are
committed to achieving U.S. DOT’s long-term priorities for the
nation’s transportation system.
Sincerely,

Clive Graham, Empowered Chair

April 20, 2016

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am writing to convey my strong support for the joint Maryland Transit Administration
(MTA)/Baltimore City North Avenue Rising application to the United States Department of
Transportation’s 2016 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
program. I am committed to the revitalization of Baltimore City and believe this program can
significantly impact the region.
North Avenue plays a unique role as a transportation corridor in Baltimore but has suffered from
disinvestment over the past decades. An investment in infrastructure supporting transit, walking,
and bicycling will contribute to the corridor’s overall economic revitalization, improving
opportunities for the entire Baltimore region.
I look forward to continuing to partner with the MTA and Baltimore City on the North Avenue
Rising project. I hope that USDOT joins this partnership with the award of a 2016 TIGER grant.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 410-841-3527 with any questions about how we can work
together to bring mobility, opportunity, and prosperity to North Avenue.

Sincerely,

Dana Stein
Delegate
District 11

April 27, 2016

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am writing to convey my strong support for the joint Maryland Transit Administration
(MTA)/Baltimore City North Avenue Rising application to the United States Department of
Transportation’s 2016 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
program. I am committed to the revitalization of Baltimore City and believe this program can
significantly impact the region.
North Avenue plays a unique role as a transportation corridor in Baltimore but has suffered from
disinvestment over the past decades. An investment in infrastructure supporting transit, walking,
and bicycling will contribute to the corridor’s overall economic revitalization, improving
opportunities for my constituents and the broader Baltimore community.
I look forward to continuing to partner with the MTA and Baltimore City on the North Avenue
Rising project as it builds upon my ongoing efforts in the corridor and throughout the City. I
hope that USDOT joins this partnership with the award of a 2016 TIGER grant. Please do not
hesitate to contact me at 410-235-2707 with any questions about how we can work together to
bring mobility, opportunity, and prosperity to North Avenue.
Sincerely,

Delegate Mary L. Washington
43rd Legislative District, Maryland General Assembly

April 20, 2016

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:
I write you today in support of the joint Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) and Baltimore
City North Avenue Rising application to the United States Department of Transportation’s 2016
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program. The revitalization
of Baltimore City is a paramount concern to me, and I believe that this program will significantly
impact the region.
North Avenue is a critical transportation corridor in Baltimore City. Unfortunately, the corridor
has suffered from disinvestment spanning decades. An investment in infrastructure supporting
transit, walking, and bicycling will contribute to the corridor’s overall economic revitalization,
improving opportunities for my constituents and the broader Baltimore community.
Moving forward, I will continue to partner with the MT and Baltimore City on the North Avenue
Rising project. I hope that USDOT joins the effort by awarding a 2016 TIGER grant. Please do
not hesitate to contact me at (410) 841-3486 with any questions about how we can work together
to bring mobility, opportunity, and prosperity to North Avenue.

Sincerely,

Cory McCray
State Delegate

April 20, 2016

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am writing to convey Coppin State University’s strong support for, and financial commitment to,
the joint Maryland Transit Administration (MTA)/Baltimore City North Avenue Rising application
to the United States Department of Transportation’s 2016 Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery (TIGER) program. Coppin State University has made a strong commitment
to working with the MTA, the City of Baltimore, and other public, private, and community
organizations in support of the revitalization of Baltimore.
We recognize the unique role that North Avenue plays as a transportation corridor in Baltimore
and the importance of investing in infrastructure to support transit, walking, and bicycling as part
of its overall economic revitalization strategy. The leadership of Coppin State University believes
that North Avenue Rising will cohesively improve transportation and economic opportunities for
our students, staff, visitors, and the broader community.
Over the course of the last 10 years Coppin State University has invested $211 million in
construction of school facilities in the North Avenue corridor and we are planning another $40
million in other capital investments in the corridor over the next 5 years. We believe that the project
will not only have a demonstrable benefit for our campus but will complement our significant
investments in the community.
We look forward to continuing to partner with the MTA and Baltimore City on the North Avenue
Rising project as it builds upon our ongoing efforts in the corridor and throughout the City. We
hope that USDOT joins this partnership with the award of a 2016 TIGER grant. Please do not
hesitate to contact me at 410-951-3838 with any questions about how we can work together to
bring mobility, opportunity, and prosperity to North Avenue.
Sincerely,

Maria Thompson, Ph.D.
President

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
2500 W. NORTH AVENUE
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21216-3698
410.951.3838(OFFICE) - 410.333.5369(FAX)

April 20, 2016
The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
RE:

North Avenue Rising

Dear Secretary Foxx:
The Johns Hopkins University strongly supports the joint Maryland Transit Administration
(MTA)/Baltimore City “North Avenue Rising” application to the United States Department of
Transportation’s 2016 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program.
As Baltimore City’s largest private sector employer, Johns Hopkins works with its partners at MTA, city
and state government and community organizations to strengthen neighborhoods and expand
opportunity. In 2012, Johns Hopkins launched a comprehensive strategy to improve quality of life and
place in ten neighborhoods, including two through which North Avenue passes. Johns Hopkins has
moved its graduate student film and media studies program off campus and into two historic North
Avenue buildings, supporting $40 million of transformative private redevelopment.
North Avenue plays a unique role in Baltimore as a transportation corridor, yet it lacks the infrastructure
to support transit, walking, and bicycling. North Avenue Rising will improve transportation and job
opportunities across the entire community by attracting private investment in impactful, high density,
transit oriented development. The North Avenue communities are served by Amtrak, Light Rail, Charm
City Circulator, buses, MARC, and Johns Hopkins transit which carries two million passengers annually.
The vision for North Avenue today is supported by an extraordinary collection of community groups,
institutions, non-profits, and businesses. The shared vision and collective effort of these groups has
produced tremendous outcomes. We hope that USDOT joins this partnership with the award of a 2016
TIGER grant. Should you have any questions, please contact my special advisor on economic
development, Andrew Frank, at 410-516-0043, andy.Frank@jhu.edu.

Sincerely,

Ronald J. Daniels
President

cc: Andrew Frank
Office of the President
242 Garland Hall 3400 North Charles Street Baltimore, MD 21218

April 26, 2016

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am writing to convey Maryland Institute College of Art's (MICA) strong support for, and commitment
to, the joint Maryland Transit Administration (MT A)/Baltimore City North Avenue Rising application to
the United States Department of Transportation's 2016 Transportation Investment Generating Economic
Recovery (TIGER) program. MICA has made a strong commitment to working with the MT A, the City
of Baltimore, and other public, private, and community organizations in support of the revitalization of
Baltimore.
MICA has long recognized the unique role that North Avenue plays as a transportation corridor in
Baltimore and the importance of investing in infrastructure to support transit, walking, and bicycling as
part of its overall economic revitalization strategy. The leadership at MICA believed more than 20 years
ago, that North Avenue was an opportunity for the College to move forward with an innovative campus
master plan that would support the growth of the College. MICA is proud of our campus development
along North Avenue, and we understand that MICA is one of the largest property owners along this
historic route. We believe North Avenue Rising will not only cohesively improve transportation and
economic opportunities for our students, faculty, staff, visitors, and the broader community whom we are
deeply engaged, but to create new access and economic opportunities for many residents whose
communities have disconnected and disenfranchised, partly because ofNorth Avenue.
Over the course of the last 15 years MICA has invested $46.3 million in construction of institutional
facilities and residence halls in the North Avenue corridor and we are planning another $400,000 in other
capital investments within the corridor over the next year. As a sign of our support for North Avenue
Rising, we are also committing to leveraging our financial and creative design support towards the
project. We believe that this project will not only have a demonstrable benefit for our campus, but will
complement our significant investments within the community and to influence additional development in
Central West Baltimore. We believe the talent of art and design solutions to reimagine North Avenue
will create a new excitement of opportunity for many.
We look forward to continuing to partner with the MTA and Baltimore City on the North Avenue Rising
project as it builds upon our ongoing efforts in the corridor and throughout the City. We hope that
USDOT joins this partnership with the award of a 2016 TIGER grant. Please do not hesitate to contact me
at 410-225-223 7 with any questions about how we can work together to bring mobility, opportunity, and
prosperity to all residents and businesses along North Avenue.

Vice President, Strategic Initiatives

Greater Greenmount Community Association, Inc.
417 E North Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21202

April 22, 2016
The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
The two neighborhoods, Barclay and East Baltimore/Midway, that Greater Greenmount Community
Association (GGCA) represents, have North Avenue as their southern border. As such the
improvement to North Avenue is of strategic importance to the continued revitalization of our
communities after years of disinvestment.
But North Avenue is important not only to the communities of Barclay and East Baltimore/Midway; it
is also important to Baltimore City as a whole. A 2016 TIGER grant will support our vision of North
Avenue as a corridor that revitalizes neighborhoods by providing a range of transportation options
including transit, walking and bicycling that are efficient, reliable and environmentally sustainable.
GGCA strongly supports the joint Maryland Transit Administration (MTA)/Baltimore City North
Avenue Rising application to the TIGER program. We have worked with both the MTA and Baltimore
City Department of Transportation in recent years to develop plans that are practical, strategic,
address the current condition of North Avenue and take advantage of the unique strengths of the
North Avenue corridor. GGCA looks forward to continuing to work with the MTA, the City, and other
public, private, and community organizations to further develop the plans for this corridor and
ensure they are successfully implemented as a collaborative partnership.
We ask that USDOT joins our existing efforts with the award of a 2016 TIGER grant. If you have any
questions I can be reached at 410.294.6822.
Sincerely,
Linda Johnson

President
Greater Greenmount Community Association, Inc.

Greater Greenmount Community Association, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization, serves the
communities of Barclay and East Baltimore/Midway. Your contributions are tax-deductible.
Visit us on the web at www.greatergreenmount.org

April 25, 2016
The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am writing to convey the importance of the joint Maryland Transit Administration
(MTA)/Baltimore City North Avenue Rising application to the United States Department of
Transportation’s 2016 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
program and the support for the project from Innovation Village (IV.) We look forward to
working with the MTA, the City, and other public, private, and community organizations to
further develop the plans for this corridor and ensure they are successfully implemented as a
collaborative partnership.
We recognize the unique role that North Avenue plays as a transportation corridor in Baltimore
and the importance of investing in infrastructure to support transit, walking, and bicycling as part
of its overall economic revitalization strategy. Our strategy for the development of the innovation
and creative tech economy depends on competent transportation infrastructure and the TIGER
plan literally moves this our area forward in connection to the rest of Baltimore. The leadership
of IV believes that North Avenue Rising will cohesively improve transportation and economic
opportunities for our community members.
We look forward to continuing to partner with the MTA and Baltimore City on the North Avenue
Rising project as it compliments our ongoing efforts throughout our community. We hope that
USDOT joins this partnership with the award of a 2016 TIGER grant. Please do not hesitate to
contact me at 917-250-1530 with any questions about how we can work together to bring
mobility, opportunity, and prosperity to North Avenue.
Sincerely,

Andre Robinson
Executive Director

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
For decades, the fate of North Avenue in Baltimore has decided the fortunes and
misfortunes of the neighborhoods along its route. The riots of 1968 destroyed a lot of
the commerce and residences along its route, and policymakers at the time made
decisions based upon their best knowledge at the time to reshape this major
thoroughfare into what is now an area of dysfunction and opportunity.
For several years, many of our neighbors have been revisiting the huge barriers that
have divided our neighborhoods for half a century. The North Avenue Rising project
currently underway represents the best efforts of neighbors and experts acting in good
faith to improve streetscaping, connect neighbors to quality transportation, rectify
ongoing pavement concerns, encourage multi-modal transportation, and to tie in the
inertia of local development groups with a holistic strategy to improve the quality of life
of the people who call this area home.
Madison Park Improvement Association wholeheartedly supports the
North Avenue Rising project. Many of our neighbors rely on the Light Rail, bus
lines and sidewalks to get to work each day. Still others rely safe streets and improvised
bike lanes to get where we need to go. We look forward to seeing proven transportation
strategies implemented at our doorsteps, and we firmly believe that North Avenue
Rising could be a remarkable success story in our neighborhoods’ histories.

Best regards,

Brent A. Pertusio
President
Madison Park Improvement Association
443-956-1690

April 25, 2016
The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am writing to convey Mount Royal Community Development’s (MRCDC) strong support for
the joint Maryland Transit Administration (MTA)/Baltimore City North Avenue Rising
application to the United States Department of Transportation’s 2016 Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program. MRCDC looks forward to building on the
TIGER program to build upon existing community plans and elevate the utility of Central and
West Baltimore's transportation infrastructure. We anticipate that working with the MTA, the
City, and other public, private, and community organizations to further develop the plans for this
corridor will ensure they are successfully implemented as a collaborative partnership.
We recognize the unique role that North Avenue plays as a transportation corridor in Baltimore
and the importance of investing in infrastructure to support transit, walking, and bicycling as part
of its overall economic revitalization strategy. The leadership of MRCDC believes that North
Avenue Rising will cohesively improve transportation and economic opportunities for our
community members.
We look forward to continuing to partner with the MTA and Baltimore City on the North Avenue
Rising project as it compliments our ongoing efforts throughout our community. We hope that
USDOT joins this partnership with the award of a 2016 TIGER grant. Please do not hesitate to
contact me at 917-250-1530 with any questions about how we can work together to bring
mobility, opportunity, and prosperity to North Avenue.
Sincerely,

Andre Robinson
Executive Director

April 25, 2016

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Darroll Cribb, President
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Booker T. Washington Middle School Arts Academy
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F L Templeton Academy School
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New Hope Baptist Church
New Mount Joy Missionary Baptist
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Prince of Peace Baptist Church
Providence Baptist Church
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Renaissance Academy
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Wanda G. Best, Executive Director
Upton Planning Committee, Inc.
P.O. Box 16433
Baltimore, MD 21217
Phone: (410)299-1535
Fax: (410)728-5519
wgbest@verizon.net
Website: HistoricUpton.com

Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am writing to convey The Upton Planning Committee’s strong
support for the joint Maryland Transit Administration
(MTA)/Baltimore City North Avenue Rising application to the
United States Department of Transportation’s 2016 Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program.
The Upton Planning Committee has made a strong commitment to
working with the MTA, the City of Baltimore, and other public,
private, and community organizations in support of the
revitalization of Baltimore.
We recognize the unique role that North Avenue plays as a
transportation corridor in Baltimore and the importance of
investing in infrastructure to support transit, walking, and bicycling
as part of its overall economic revitalization strategy. The
leadership of the Upton Planning Committee believes that North
Avenue Rising will cohesively improve transportation and
economic opportunities for the broader community.
The Upton community is located along the Pennsylvania Avenue
Corridor which is adjacent to the North Avenue Corridor. The
North Avenue Rising project will provide much needed
transportation funding for West Baltimore, which can be leveraged
to help strengthen transportation infrastructure along the
Pennsylvania Avenue Corridor in the future.
We look forward to the positive impact that will come from
enhanced transportation on North Avenue through the MTA and
Baltimore City North Avenue Rising project. We hope that USDOT
joins this partnership with the award of a 2016 TIGER grant.
With regards,

Wanda G. Best

Facebook: Historic Upton Neighborhoods

Wanda G. Best, MPA, LDN
Executive Director
Upton Planning Committee, Inc.

April 26, 2016
The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am writing to convey Jubilee Baltimore’s strong support for the joint Maryland
Transit Administration (MTA)/Baltimore City North Avenue Rising application to
the United States Department of Transportation’s 2016 Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program. Jubilee Baltimore,
Inc. is encouraged that this effort builds upon existing community plans. Our
organization looks forward to working with the MTA, the City, and other public,
private, and community organizations to further develop the plans for this
corridor and ensure they are successfully implemented as a collaborative
partnership.
We recognize the unique role that North Avenue plays as a transportation
corridor in Baltimore and the importance of investing in infrastructure to support
transit, walking, and bicycling as part of its overall economic revitalization
strategy. The leadership of Jubilee Baltimore believes that North Avenue Rising
will cohesively improve transportation and economic opportunities for our
community members.
We look forward to continuing to partner with the MTA and Baltimore City on
the North Avenue Rising project as it complements our ongoing efforts
throughout our community. We hope that USDOT joins this partnership with the
award of a 2016 TIGER grant. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 410982.0131 with any questions about how we can work together to bring mobility,
opportunity, and prosperity to North Avenue.
Sincerely,

Charles B. Duff
President

College Park, Maryland 20742
301.405. 6788 TEL 301.314.5639 FAX
http://www.smartgrowth.umd.edu

National Center for Smart Growth
Research and Education

April 20, 2016
The Honorable Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Foxx:
I write to convey The National Center for Smart Growth’s strong support for the joint Maryland Transit
Administration (MTA)/Baltimore City North Avenue Rising application to the United States Department of
Transportation’s 2016 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program.
We recognize the unique role that North Avenue plays as a transportation corridor in Baltimore and the
importance of investing in infrastructure to support transit, walking, and bicycling as part of its overall
economic revitalization strategy. The leadership of The National Center for Smart Growth believes that North
Avenue Rising will cohesively improve transportation and economic opportunities for communities along the
corridor and advance principles of smart growth.
Over the course of the last seven years The National Center for Smart Growth has worked with MDOT and
MTA through the Transportation Research and Policy Group (TPRG) on various projects including the
development of a Direct Ridership Model that measures the relationship between transit and economic
development around rail stations. We look forward to continuing this collaboration and to leveraging the
research capacity of the University of Maryland to measure the performance of the North Avenue Rising project.
The National Center for Smart Growth is also teaming with Morgan State University on a proposal to the
Economic Development Administration for work on technology transfer in the newly established Baltimore
Innovation District. This district is bisected by North Avenue, which serves as its principle commercial
corridor. As a result, the proposed work by the National Center for Smart Growth and Morgan State will nicely
complement the work proposed under the TIGER grant.
I encourage that the United States Department of Transportation joins this partnership with the award of a 2016
TIGER grant. Please do not hesitate to contact me at (301) 405-6083 with any questions about how we can
work together to bring mobility, opportunity, and prosperity to North Avenue.
Sincerely,

Gerrit Knaap
Professor and Executive Director

